Developing nursing practice, treatment and support services for ageing drug users.
Ageing drug users are a growing population who have problems accessing services and support. To inform practice, service development and further research on ageing drug users. Qualitative interviews with 11 people aged 49-61 who were in contact with voluntary sector drug treatmentservices. Individuals reported mixed experiences of the primary and hospital care they received. Some felt stigmatised by healthcare professionals, but others said their drug use was acknowledged and people were compassionate towards them. Nurses and other care professionals working with older people must be sensitive to the needs of this population, and attempt to tailor care and services to their needs.